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New fellowships office streamlines application process
Following a trend among state universities,
Grand Valley established an office dedicated to
helping students find and secure national fellowships and scholarships.
The Office of Fellowships, housed in the
Frederik Meijer Honors College, opened
in December. Jeff Chamberlain, director of
Honors College, said the lack of such an office
had been hindering students’ chances at competitive fellowships and scholarships.
“Before the Fellowship Office was instituted,
the administration of the different fellowships was done sporadically, and different
offices administered different fellowships,”
Chamberlain said. “Having a central office gives
consistency in recruiting and advising students,
helping faculty identify good candidates, and
giving students the support in applying for
these very competitive scholarships.”
The Meijer Foundation provided needed funds
to support the Office of Fellowships. New
director Amanda Cuevas is busy planning
spring workshops for students on how to find
and prepare applications for prestigious fellowships. Cuevas had worked as a pre-professional
advisor in the College of Liberal Arts and

Sciences Academic Advising Center.
Cuevas has extensive advising experience. Prior to Grand Valley, she worked
at the University of Illinois as assistant
dean of Student Affairs, and with the
Medical Scholars Program.
“The Ivy League universities have had
fellowship offices like this for a long
time, but in the past 10 years or so, state
universities have stepped up to offer
the same services to their students,” she
said. She added that national programs
offering fellowships and scholarships
have diversified their pool of recipients.
Of all national awards now presented,
only 21 percent go to students from Ivy
League institutions.
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Amanda Cuevas, right, and graduate assistant Jackie Dickinson
work in the Office of Fellowships, housed in the Honors College.

Cuevas will work with faculty and staff members to recruit and identify students to apply for
these awards.
From her past experiences, Cuevas said she
knows the outcome of applications, whether
successful or not, is not the most critical part of
the process.

“Sometimes the journey is more important than
the outcome,” she said. “When students are
putting together their personal statements, or
their research and project proposals, they will
recognize they need more for their application
— more volunteer work, more classes — and
that will take them in a different direction.
“It’s fun to watch students evolve.”

Across Campus
Governor promotes
FastTrac at Grand Valley

zens will be able to develop their entrepreneurial talents that will help continue the diversification of Michigan’s economy.”

Governor Jennifer Granholm held a roundtable
discussion at Grand Valley to talk about the
importance of expanded funding for FastTrac, a
10-week course designed to help entrepreneurs
and displaced workers learn how to successfully launch and grow a small business.

The governor talked about a new partnership with the MI-SBTDC and the Michigan
Credit Union League to provide an initial $43
million for eligible small business loans. The
MI-SBTDC is located in the Seidman College of
Business; it oversees the 12-region MI-SBTDC
network.

Panelists at the roundtable, held February 24
in the DeVos Center, consisted of several small
business owners who shared stories of how
the FastTrac program helped them launch a
successful business. Also participating were H.
James Williams, dean of the Seidman College of
Business; and Carol Lopucki, state director of
the Michigan Small Business and Technology
Development Center.
“This is about changing the culture of
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Governor Jennifer Granholm addresses participants at
the FastTrac roundtable on February 24. Looking on
is H. James Williams, dean of the Seidman College of
Business.

Michigan,” said Granholm. “We are completely
focused, like a laser, to help people who want to
venture out and start a business. Through tools
like the FastTrac program, more Michigan citi-

University to receive
Pillar Award
Grand Valley is among the recipients of the
2010 Huntington Pillar Award from Women’s
Resource Center for its dedication to empowering women in the workplace.
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1
AngelCare Home Health Care, Grand Valley and Varnum will be honored
during a luncheon fundraising event on Wednesday, March 17, at the
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel. The event is open to the public.
This year, WRC expects to raise approximately $50,000 to support
employment services for disadvantaged women. Tickets are $50 per person; tables of 10 are $500; sponsorships are available. To purchase tickets,
contact WRC at (616) 458-5443, or visit www.grwrc.org.
Provost Gayle R. Davis said, “Grand Valley is honored to be recognized
with the Pillar Award as a educational and occupational environment that
supports and encourages women in all stages of their career development,
from student to professional to leader.”
The Huntington Pillar Award is West Michigan’s only prestigious award
that publicly recognizes employers’ contributions to the success of
women in their workplaces.

Pre-order 50th anniversary book today
Pre-orders are now being taken
to secure copies of Grand Valley
Celebrates 50 Years of Shaping
Lives, the university’s commemorative 50th anniversary book.
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Survey about classroom
improvements available online
The Faculty Facilities Planning Advisory Committee is asking faculty
members to complete a survey that will help shape decision-making about
classroom improvements.
The survey is available on BlackBoard, under “My Organizations.” Faculty
members are asked to complete a survey for every classroom they teach.
The committee will compile surveys in late March to plan for summer
classroom improvements. Joseph Fisher, committee member and associate professor of education, said last year Grand Valley spent nearly
$900,000 on classroom improvements.

Students win supply chain
management competition

Rich with more than 300 historic and new photographs, the
book also includes images of 50
favorite works of art on campus,
and stories of academic milestones, leaders, arts and culture,
student life, athletics and successes. A timeline highlights
Grand Valley’s history from a
small college, to five cluster
colleges, to a thriving university and the academic home for more than
24,000 students and 74,000 alumni.

FORUM

The hardcover book is $19.95. Those who pre-order will receive a free
gift: a commemorative bookmark will be included with all orders placed
before May 1.

A group of four seniors from the Seidman College of Business took top
honors on February 12 at the Undergraduate Supply Chain Management
Competition at Michigan State University.
The competition was organized and hosted by the Eli Broad College
of Business of Michigan State University. The students are Kyle
Koenigsknecht, Michael Hershfield, Jason Wilkie, and Paul Rahrig. They
competed against teams from 11 universities, including Michigan State,
Penn State, University of Kentucky, Miami University of Ohio and Ohio
State.
continues on page 3

GVFaces
John Risley, senior
researcher, Johnson
Center for Philanthropy
The life of a researcher involves juggling
many projects, and John Risley said
he wouldn’t have it any other way.
Risley is a senior researcher for the Johnson
Center for Philanthropy. His job entails a
variety of responsibilities that include writing
proposals and grants for external companies
and government agencies, helping faculty and
students with research, and implementing
and analyzing research methods for clients.
He began working at Grand Valley three
months ago. He said that he jumped
into many different projects and was
able to learn quickly that way.
“There are many different projects
I’m working on right now,” Risley said.
“Learning new research techniques and
helping people with their research efforts
is what I enjoy most about my job.”
Risley’s current projects include helping a local
nonprofit research ways to increase traffic at
locally-owned businesses, and assisting in the

research efforts for
local organizations to
find ways to encourage
the community to
eat more healthy
food, develop fitness
programs and facilities.
Originally from
Philadelphia, Risley
has earned a bachelor’s
degree in political
John Risley
science from Penn
State University,
a master’s degree in political science from
American University in Washington, D.C., and a
doctorate from Western Michigan University.
He said he’s enjoying the location of the
Johnson Center, which is in the Bicycle
Factory, a historically restored building
downtown that house several other
Grand Valley departments. The building
is LEED-certified and was originally a
bicycle factory in the late 19th century.
Risley had worked at the Greater Kalamazoo
United Way and Western Michigan
University. He and his wife, Julie, have a
4-year-old son and a 2-year-old daughter.
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What’s Ahead
Events planned to
celebrate life of
Cesar Chavez
Numerous events are planned at Grand Valley
to celebrate the life and legacy of Cesar E.
Chavez, including a keynote address by the
woman who worked with Chavez to establish
the National Farm Workers Association.
Dolores Huetra will speak on Wednesday,
March 31, in the Cook-DeWitt Center
following the annual Cesar Chavez silent
march. Now president of the Cesar E. Chavez
Foundation, Huetra worked with Chavez
in the early ’60s to organize farm workers.
She was later instrumental in helping
enact the Agricultural Labor Relations Act
of 1975, the first law granting California
farm workers the right to organize.
At age 79, Huetra remains an activist and
travels the country to lecture about social
justice. Her keynote address will begin
at about 12:30 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt
Center, following the march that will
begin at noon at Zumberge Library.
Other events include the following:
• Monday, March 1, 3:30 p.m., Kirkhof Center,
Pere Marquette Room: Screening of the film
“Abused: The Postville Raid,” with director
Luis Argueta. The documentary focuses
on an immigration raid in Iowa in 2008.
• Monday, March 15, noon, Kirkhof Center,
room 1240: Diversity Brown Bag Series
and viewing of “Salt of the Earth,” will be
moderated by Zulema Moret, associate
professor of Spanish and director of the
Latin American Studies program.
• Wednesday, March 17, 4:30 p.m., Kirkhof
Center, room 2263: “The Blueberry
Children: Migrant Farms and Child

Labor” will be screened. The news report
documented child labor and child abuse
on farms, including some in Michigan.
• Wednesday, March 24, 4 p.m., CookDeWitt Center: “Latina Leadership Lessons”
with Aurelia Flores, attorney for a Fortune
300 company and founder of Powerful
Latinas, an online networking company.

composition department at SUNY-Purchase.
While rapidly gaining notoriety as a
distinguished composer, he has received
numerous commissions from various collegiate
and professional ensembles with a most recent
premier at Carnegie’s Weill Recital Hall.
For more information, contact the
music department at x13484.

The events are open to the public and
free of charge. They are sponsored by the
Office of Multicultural Affairs; for more
information, contact Gricelda Estrada at
(616) 331-2177 or estradgr@gvsu.edu.

Tutu next speaker
in Professionals of
Color Lecture Series

Artist-in-residence
to perform

The daughter of South African Archbishop
Desmond Tutu will talk about truth
and reconciliation during the upcoming
Professionals of Color Lecture Series.

As recipient of the first
FTLC Master Teacher
Residency Grant,
noted composer and
percussionist David
Gluck will visit the
Music Department
this week. Gluck will
lecture in classes, meet
with student composers
and percussionists,
and present a recital.

Nontombi Naomi Tutu, consultant for two
human rights organizations, will present
“Truth and Reconciliation: Peacemaking” on
Wednesday, March 3, at 4 p.m. in the CookDeWitt Center. Her lecture is open to the public
and free of charge. It is sponsored by the Office
of Multicultural Affairs with support from the
Padnos International Center and Michigan
Association of International Educators.
David Gluck

Gluck also will perform during Arts at
Noon on Wednesday, March 3, in the CookDeWitt Center, and perform as soloist on his
composition, “Nagaina’s Nemesis,” with the
GVSU Symphony Orchestra on Thursday,
March 4, at 8 p.m. in Louis Armstrong Theater.
Both events are open to the public and free.
As a founding member of Rhythm & Brass,
Gluck has toured the world as percussionist
extraordinaire and has been acclaimed as a
virtuoso mallet performer and drummer.
Currently Gluck is chair of the studio

Tutu will discuss how it takes courage to
tell the truth, yet many people are afraid to
speak out because of fear of rejection. Using
South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission as a starting place and model, in
this presentation Tutu talks about how we can
heal and be healed as individuals and a society.
She is involved in the Spiritual Alliance to
Stop Intimate Violence, and the Foundation
for Hospices in Sub-Saharan Africa. Tutu had
served as coordinator for race and gender
programs at the University of Cape Town,
one of Grand Valley’s partner institutions.
For more information about the program,
call x12177.

Across Campus
continued from page 2
“The team wanted to win because we knew
that beating some of the most well-respected
supply chain programs in the country would
bring recognition to the quality of Grand
Valley’s program,” Wilkie said.
The competition participants receive three
hours of training in a simulation program
developed at MSU involving a single manufacturing plant location serving the world. The
competitors were then presented with a more
complex global logistics challenge to solve
using this simulation program, in a limited time
amount.
The students were guided and advised by management professors Ashok Kumar and Jaideep
Motwani and marketing professor Vivek Dalela.
“Some of the competing schools have the bestknown supply chain management programs
in the country,” Motwani said. “This award —

coupled with the fact that Grand Valley placed
second in this competition last year — confirms
the quality and rigor of Grand Valley’s program and establishes it as one of the best in the
country.”

Students remind campus
to hand in Census
Students staffed a table in the Kirkhof Center
last week, bringing awareness to the importance of filling out the U.S. Census.
Melissa Masson said the hand image and
Michigan map were used to demonstrate how
each Michigan resident contributes to funding
and representation necessary for improving
the state’s economic and political situations.
Masson and four other students, who are all
public relations/advertising majors, are competing in the national Bateman Competition
sponsored by the Public Relations Student
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Melissa Masson, left, and Sarah Heins help a student
complete a pledge to fill out the Census.

Society of America. All Bateman teams are preparing case studies based on the U.S. Census.
The 2010 U.S. Census questionnaire will be
delivered to on-campus students in April.
The Census form will be mailed to homes this
month.
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General Events
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Through March 19
Gallery Hours: Enduring Traditions: History
and Meaning in Southwest Pueblo Indian
Pottery. Art Gallery, PAC.

Mon., March 1
3:30 p.m.: Cesar Chavez Celebration Event:
“Abused: The Postville Raid.” 2204 KC. Call
x12177 for more information.
8 p.m.: Concert Band Performance. LAT, PAC.
Call x13484 for more information.

Tues., March 2
Noon: Women’s Center What Mommies Do

Best Series. “Busy But Balanced.” 1201 KC.
Call x12748 for more information.

Wed., March 3
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.
Noon: Arts At Noon: David Gluck and Friends.
CDC. Call x13484 for more information.

gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.
Noon: Women’s Commission Meeting. 1104
KC. Call x12748 for more information.
1 p.m.: Conversations on Loving Your Body
Event: “How to Approach Someone You
Think May Have an Eating Disorder,” by
Shari Bartz. 2204 KC. Call x12748 for more
information.
8 p.m.: GVSU Symphony Orchestra and Guest
Artists. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more
information.

4 p.m.: Professionals of Color Lecture Series
presents “Truth and Reconciliation:
Peacemaking,” by Naomi Tutu. CDC. Call
x12177 for more information.

Fri., March 5

7 p.m.: Conversations on Loving Your Body
Event: “Beauty Mark.” GRR, KC. Call
x12748 for more information.

Noon: FTLC Workshop: “Refworks.” Steelcase
Library Classroom, DEV. Call x13498 for
more information.

Thurs., March 4

5 p.m.: Music Department Trumpet Master
Class. Sherman Van Sokema Recital Hall,
PAC. Call x13484 for more information.

7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters.
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
James Goode, professor of history, was interviewed by WGVU for a story about the capture
of Taliban second-in-command Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar.

Sketches
Steve Glass, associate dean of the College
of Interdisciplinary Studies and professor
of movement science, gave a presentation,
“Sustainability and Place: Cultural Differences
in Understanding Sustainability,” at the
Michigan Higher Education Land Policy
Consortium.
Sharalle Arnold, director of the Children’s
Enrichment Center, was appointed vice president of the West Michigan Association for the
Education of Young Children.
Azizur R. Molla, assistant professor of anthropology, gave a presentation, “Water and Health
in Developing Countries: An Ethno-scientific
Analysis in Reference to Bangladesh,” at the
third International Conference on Bangladesh
Environment in Dhaka, Bangladesh. He also
wrote a book chapter, “Water and Health in
Bangladesh: Water: The Other Name of Life
–South Asian Perspective,” in Paradigms for
Anthropology: An Ethnographic Reader; and
gave a presentation, “Socio-cultural Dimension
of Radon Gas in Two U.S. Cities – An Applied
Medical Anthropology Study,” at the American
Anthropological Association Meeting in
Philadelphia.
Patrick Gerkin, assistant professor of criminal

justice, co-wrote an article, “Injustice for All:
A State Crime of Omission Beneath the Steps
of the United States Capitol,” published in the
International Journal of Critical Criminology.
Peter Letzmann, adjunct professor of public
administration, wrote an article, “Engaging
Students to Connect Beyond the Text: A
Reflection on the Value of Professionals as
Adjuncts,” published in Journal of Public Affairs
Education.
Steven Leeser, operations supervisor for
Facilities Services, gave a presentation, “Green
Cleaning Requirements for LEED,” at the
MiAPPA Winter Conference in Ann Arbor.
William Neal, emeritus professor of geology,
co-wrote articles, “North Topsail Beach, North
Carolina: A Model for Maximizing Coastal
Hazard Vulnerability” and “Summary of Puerto
Rico’s Vulnerability to Coastal Hazards: Risk,
Mitigation, and Management with Examples,”
published in America’s Most Vulnerable Coastal
Communities by the Geological Society of
America.
Robert Nash, associate professor of hospitality
and tourism management, gave a presentation,
“An Evaluation of the Potential to Develop inbound Japanese Tourism to Northeast Scotland
using the Thomas Blake Glover Connection,” at
the International Journal of Tourism Research
in Barbados.
Aldo-Hilario Cruz-Cota, visiting assistant professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, “The Moduli Space of Singular
Euclidean Structures on a Sphere,” at the Joint

Mathematics Meetings in San Francisco.
Akalu Tefera, associate professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, “Combinatorial Proofs
of Certain Identities,” at the Joint Mathematics
Meetings in San Francisco.
Paul Fishback, professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, “A Two-Course
Sequence on Mathematical Programming for
Undergraduates,” at the Joint Mathematics
Meetings in San Francisco.
Steven Schlicker, professor of mathematics, was a panel participant for “Experiences
that Enrich the Education of Mathematics
Majors” at the Joint Mathematics Meetings
in San Francisco. He also gave a presentation,
“Edge Coverings of Bipartite Graphs and the
Geometry of the Hausdorff Metric.”
Edward Aboufadel, professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, “A Wavelet-Based
Unsupervised Learning Algorithm to Cluster
Diabetics Based on Continuous Glucose
Monitoring Data,” at the Joint Mathematics
Meetings in San Francisco.
Matt Boelkins, associate professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, “Learning
the Language of Linear Algebra: Using
Reading Assignments to Immerse Students
in Terminology and Ideas,” at the Joint
Mathematics Meetings in San Francisco.
Firas Y. Hindeleh, assistant professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, “The Fractal
Beauty of Byzantine Music,” at the Joint
Mathematics Meetings in San Francisco.

